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A Contribution to the Early History of Grass Disease. 
By Masor GENERAL Sirk Frepk. Smita, F.R.C.V.S. 

Those interested in the history of “ grass disease ”’ 
may be glad to know that there are two old works 
in which reference is made to an affection which may 
be the same as that now attracting so much attention. 

In W. Marshall’s work, The Rural Economy of the 
Midland Counties, 1789, vol. i., there is a note to the 
effect that “staggers”’ had been very prevalent 
among the farm horses in Staffordshire; in no 
previous year, it is said, has the county sustained such 
heavy loss. The ‘ Walsall remedy,” hitherto of 
great repute, failed to give any relief. Unfortunately, 
the writer does not give the symptoms of the disease. 
In the same author’s Rural Economy of Gloucester- 
shire there is a further reference to epizootic staggers. 
He tells us that in London stables a he-goat is kept 
as a charm against the disease, which suggests that 
London had suffered. He mentions a case where, 
the goat having died, the disease re-appeared. It was 
thought that the benefit conferred by the goat was 
due to the smell from its body ! 

James White, in his .T'reatise on Veterinary Medicine, 
vol. iii., 1812, p. 83, devotes considerable space to 
what he calls “stomach staggers.” He admits that 
the disease is not ordinary staggers, and appears to 
have given it a name from his post-mortem findings. 
The importance of this reference does not lie in the con- 
tribution made by White, but in that by a corres- 
pondent unnamed, apparently the manager of a mine 
at Swansea. This gentleman says that, having read 
White’s work, he sends him an account of a trouble 
which for several years affected the horses of his mines, 
adding that some remarks in White’s work appear 
to refer to an identical disease. This correspondence 
occurred in 1811, and the manager, who says he lays 
no claim to a knowledge of medicine or science, fur- 
nishes a most admirable account of the history of the 
outbreak, which occupies some sixteen pages of White’s 
book. He says that the disease first appeared in his 
neighbourhood in 1760, and that since 1782 full 
particulars of it are available. He gives the disease 
no name, but refers to it as “ The Distemper.” He 
describes it as “ raging” with violence, and dreaded 
like the plague. He states that a man may lose his 
stud twice in a year; a neighbour lost more than one 
hundred horses by it. Both sexes and every age are 
attacked. Animals at grass and at easy or no work 
appear most subject to it, and with them it is most 





violent. Until recently, he says, stabled animals and 
those in the mines were free, but it is now known 
that stabling is no protection. The disease begins 
“to rage’ from July to the end of September. Cold 
weather stops it. At the height of the disorder 
recoveries are practically unknown; a recovery is 
heralded as the beginning of the end. 

White’s correspondent then goes on to give an 
account of the great care taken in the stable manage- 
ment of his horses, and says that it has afforded no 
protection against attack. At first, he says, he 
would not believe the disease was contagious, but 
now he fears it is highly so; in consequence all fatal 
cases have been buried in their hides and ‘‘ we have 
had no return of the disease for five years.” 

As to the cause, poisonous plants were strongly 
suspected, but nothing was proved. He concludes 
by saying that Professor Coleman, Mr. Bond (of 
London) and Mr. Rickward (of Brighton) had been 
called in, but had thrown no light on the subject. A 
surgeon of Swansea was also employed, who made 
the post-mortem examinations. 

White, of course, saw nothing of the Swansea 
trouble ; it had lasted some years, but was over before 
he had left the army. He did, however, see some 
cases of disease which were new to him, and it was in 
consequence of remarks on these, which first appeared 
in his Compendium of the Veterinary Art, 1807-8, that 
the Swansea correspondent got injtouch with him, 
White’s works are a veritable tangle, but his Com- 
pendium may be regarded as vol. i. of his T'reatise on 

Veterinary Medicine, and this work for 1815 and 1822, 
probably presents the best account of the case. He 
begins by saying that there is a species of staggers 
“of which I have seen a great number of cases since 
I left the army,” * in which yellowness of the eyes and 
mouth is an invariable symptom, but the disease is not 
jaundice. Yellowness of the membranes, twitching 
of the muscles of the breast and tottering in the fore 
legs “are symptoms always present.” “I never saw 
a case where these were absent.” He called the 
disease “ staggers” for the reason that he found the 
stomach loaded on post-mortem examination. In 
1822 he tells us that there are rarely any symptoms 
of acute pain or violent delirium; neither the pulse 
nor respiration are affected until the disease has lasted 
some time. He again refers to the tottering of the 
fore legs, the convulsive twitching of the muscles of 
the neck due, he says, to retraction of the ssophagus, 
and says also that the jaws may be locked ; the visible 


* He tells us that he never saw a case of Staggers during'his seven 
years’ army experience. 
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membranes are always from yellow to orange in 
colour. We are told that the disease was most pre- 
valent around Glastonbury, and remained so until 
the land was drained. The inhabitants attributed 
it to the animals eating ragwort, also known as 
staggerwort (Senecio jacobva). 

When White first described the disease he was prac- 
tising at Exeter ; his later accounts are given when he 
was residing at Bath. So that assuming what he des- 
cribes is the “ grass disease ”’ of the present day, it then 
affected both Devonshire and Somersetshire. Un- 
doubtedly, White mixed up one outbreak of the disease 
with anthrax, of which he gives an account as affecting 
cattle in Somersetshire. From a Mr. Poole, an in- 
telligent existing practitioner who had an extensive 
practice near Wells, White learnt that there was both 
an acute and a chronic type of the disease. In some 
cases Poole told him the disease lasted two months, 
at which White shows great surprise. Poole also 
described the disease as affecting cattle, and that he 
had never heard of one being cured. He blamed 
senecio jacobva, and pointed out that it was only on 
farms where this plant grew that cases occurred. 

White was an acute observer, but hasty, and he fails 
to include some of the prominent symptoms recorded 
at the present time, while the yellowness of the mem- 
branes which he repeatedly mentions I do not re- 
member being referred to by recent observers. Nor 
is White’s post-mortem record very complete, while 
in the case of Poole, White tells us that he “ never 
examined the body of any animal dying of the dis- 
order.” 

In spite of the defects in White's account, the brief 
summary I have given of the information to be 
extracted from his works may not be without interest. 
Personally, I have little doubt that the epizootic 
affecting the Swansea horses 163 years ago was the 
“ grass disease’ of to-day. 





New Glanders Testing Order. 

Lieut.-Colonel G. R. Lane-Fox, M.P., the Secretary 
for Mines, gives notice that, in pursuance of the pro- 
visions of the Mining Industry Act, 1920, the Board 
of Trade have made an Order under Paragraph L. of 
the Third Schedule to the Coal Mines Act, 1911, in 
substitution for the Order dated Ist January, 1921, 
prescribing the manner in which horses shall be tested 
for Glanders before they are taken underground. 

The new Order permits alternative tests, namely, 
(a) the intradermic injection of mallein (eye test), and 
(b) the hypodermic injection of mallein followed by 
the taking of the animal’s temperature at specified 
hours (subcutaneous test) as prescribed by the Order 
of Ist January, 1921. 

The Order applies solely to the testing of horses 
intended for employment below ground in mines 
to which the Coal Mines Act, 1911, applies, and the 
sanction of the intradermic (eye test) for this purpose 
does not prejudice in any way the provisions of any 
existing or future Order of the Minister of Agriculture 
and Fisheries in relation to Glanders or Farcy. 
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Liability for one horse kicking another. 


JUDGMENT IN MANTON v. BROCKLEBANK. 


In this appeal from the Divisional Court the Master of 
the Rolls, in his judgment allowing the appeal, said that 
the County Court Judge’s finding as to negligence was 
not very illuminating. There was no finding whether 
there was a duty to give notice. The real ground of the 
judgment was that founded on the principle of Fletcher vy. 
Rylands (L.R., 1 Ex., 265, and 3 H.L., 330), 7.e., that in 
consequence of its being natural for horses when turned 
into a field to kick and bite in play, as well as in quarrel, 
they were dangerous animals, which the owner must keep 
at his peril. The finding proceeded partly on evidence 
and partly on general knowledge, such as the learned Judge 
seemed to think expressed in Lee v. Riley (18 C.B., N.S.. 
722). The Divisional Court affirmed the decision, but the 
two Judges did not proceed on quite the same grounds. 
Mr. Justice Darling seemed to have based his judgment 
mainly on the ground of negligence in not giving notice, 
and Mr. Justice Salter—as the Deputy County Court 
Judge also did—on the principle of Fletcher v. Rylands, 
and also on the authority of Ashby v. White (2 Ld. Ray. 
938). Counsel for the respondent, however, took a much 
broader ground, and contended that the owner of animals 
such as horses or cattle was responsible for the actions 
of the animals when they constituted a trespass to the goods 
of another person, as if he had himself committed the 
trespass—qui facit per requum facit per se. He admitted 
that that doctrine did not apply to animals in which there 
was not a valuable property, and he cited every relevant 
case from a very early tine, beginning with the book of 
Exodus, and discussing various codes of law. 

It must not be forgotten, however, that they were dealing 
with English common law. They were referred to one 
dictum only, and that a doubtful one, of Chief Justice Holt 
in Mason v. Keeling (12 Mod., 332). It was unfortunate 
that in the report of the same case in Lord Raymond’s 
reports, the dictum was differently reported, and it put the 
duty as one only to take reasonable care, which was a very 
different thing. It was probable that the Lord Raymond 
was the Raymond who argued the case, and so his report 
was probably the one to be preferred. At any rate, it 
was remarkable that if the argument were correct, there 
was, during the whole history of the English law, nothing 
but one very doubtful dictum which in any way supported 
it. Moreover, it was opposed to the whole current of 
decisions, and, so far as such animals were concerned, 
made the whole distinction between animals fere nature 
and animals mansuete nature absolutely idle. If the 
argument were sound, it must be immaterial whether the 
trespass was according to the ordinary nature of the 
animal or whether it resulted from vice ; the liability wae 
the same as if the owner had committed the trespass 
himself, and the disposition of the animal which did it was 
irrelevant. 

Counsel for the respondents had endeavoured to dis- 
tinguish the eases of Tillett v. Ward (10 Q.B.D., 17). 
Hammach v. White (11 C.B.N.S., 588), and Manzoni v. 
Douglas (6 Q.B.D., 145) on the ground that they referred 
to the highway, where the defendant had a right to bring 
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his animal, but he (Lord Sterndale) could not see that such 
a fact was relevant. The owner had no more right to 
commit such a trespass on the highway than he had any- 
where else. 

Another contention adopted by Mr. Justice Salter, and 
perhaps by Mr. Justice Darling, was that the case fell 
within the principle of Fletcher v. Rylands (supra), 
grounded on the finding of the County Court Judge that 
it was natural for horses to kick and bite each other, in 
play or in quarrel. There seemed to be no evidence to 
support such a proposition. Lee v. Riley (18 C.B.N.S., 
722) was said to support it, but it seemed that none of the 
Judges who decided that case made any such statement 
of fact. They decided that if the horse was trespassing, 
and was so giving a cause of action, the action in kicking 
was not so alien to a horse’s nature as to make the resulting 
damage too remote to be recovered. That was also the 
decision in Ellis v. Loftus Tron Company (L.R., 10 C.P., 
10). The learned Judges might have acted on common 
knowledge, but the experience of different Judges might well 
lead them to different conclusions about the habits of 
horses. Both horses here had been agisted before without 
injury, and the plaintiff knew that other horses were liable 
to be agisted in the same field. |. No more was established 
than that the biting or kicking might or might not happen, 
and the question was whether there was enough to put 
the owner of a mare 14 years old, warranted quiet and 
used to being agisted with other horses, in the position 
of an owner of a tiger, which counsel had called “the 
judicial pet,”’ in the sense that he was responsible in any 
ease for its actions. To hold thus seemed to nullify the 
doctrine distinguishing animals fere nature from those 
mansuetee nature. It would not be confined to horses, 
but would apply to other animals, and in his (Lord Stern- 
dale’s) view, there was no ground for bringing this mare 
within the class of dangerous animals which an owner 
kept at his peril. A 

The appeal must be allowed, and judgment entered for 
the defendant with costs. 

Lords Justices Warrington and Atkin delivered judg- 
ments to the same effect. 


Show Jumping Too Expensive. 





British OFrFricerRs NoT TO CoMPETE. 

Tt is feared, says The Times, that there will be no entries 
from British Army officers in the popular jumping classes 
of the big horse shows this year and that the field will be 
left entirely to the foreign officers. What is moré re- 
grettable still, from some points of view, the British Army 
officer will probably not be represented at the principal 
shows on the Continent. 

General Lord Cavan, Chief of the Imperial General Staff, 
explained at the War Office that the problem was one 
of finance. The cavalry officer, in these post-war days, is 
finding the cost of training and maintaining jumpers for 
horse-show competitions beyond the means of his private 
purse, and, much as the Cavalry itself would regret the 
absence of the Army officer from the shows, it does not 
seem possible at present to help him, out of Army funds, 


to compete. The Army now can only find the money for 
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the bare essentials of military training, and it cannot be 
contended that jumping is essential to the proper training 
of a cavalry officer. “It is unfortunate,” Lord Cavan 
said, ‘‘that, though foreign competitors are assisted by 
their Governments, the Army Council have no option but 
to inform officers that no money can be granted for this 
purpose from War Office funds.” 

To make an adequate show with a jumper in the big 
competitions of the year may cost an Army officer as much 
as £300, and this sum, added to the expenses of hunting 
and polo, which are more in favour, make the financial 
burden too heavy. The Continental cavalry, on the other 
hand, have practically no hunting, and, except in Spain, 
very little polo. Consequently show jumping is one of 
their chief mounted sports, and because it is their only form 
of horse recreation, Governments subsidise them. 

There is, of course, no objection to any officer taking 
part in these competitions at his own expense, but the 
training occupies a great amount of time, and the Army 
officer, with the more extended curriculum which followed 
the advent of new engines of destruction, has less leisure 
than before. 

While the disappearance of the Army officer from the big 
English shows will be regretted, his absence from the 
important shows in the Allied countries, where he is always 
cordially welcomed, will, in the view of many, be doubly 
unfortunate. Foreign Governments may not easily grasp 
the real necessity for economy which is behind his absence. 

At present the Cavalry leaders do not know of a single 
officer who has intimated his intention of competing even 


at Olympia. 





Tuberculosis Prevention Conference. 





The ninth annual conference of the National Association 
for the Prevention of Tuberculosis will be held at Birming- 
ham, on Thursday and Friday, July 12th and 13th. The 
following programme has, says The Timea, been arranged : 


Tuurspay, Juny 12th.—Morning Session.—Care of 
advanced cases of tuberculosis, especially as regards pre- 
vention of infection. Afternoon Session._-Extent and 
nature of damage done by tuberculosis derived from in- 
fected milk and methods of prevention. 

Fripay, Jury 13th.—Morning Session.—Relative prev- 
alence of tuberculosis amayg workers in different trades, 
and methods which are likely to reduce the incidence in 
special trades. Afternoon Session.—Notification of tuber- 
culosis : proposed amendments of procedure. 


The discussions will be opened by speakers of authority 


on the several topics. 
The conference will be presided over by the Hon. Sir 


Arthur Stanley, chairman of the Council of the Association. 
The preliminary list of those who have promised to take 


part includes : 


Lord Astor, Sir Gilbert Barling, Professor Edgar Collis 
(Cardiff), Dr. G. Lissant Cox (Lancashire), Professor 8. 
Lyle Cummins (Cardiff), Dr. W. H. Davison (Birmingham), 
Mr. Brennan de Vine (Birmingham), Dr. Reginald Dud- 
field (London), Dr. John Fraser (Edinburgh), Sir Henry 
Gauvain (Alton), Dr. Fergus Hewat (Edinburgh), Dr. 
H. W. McConnel (Norfolk), Miss MeGaw (London), Dr. A.S. 
M. Macgregor (Glasgow), Dr. F. N. Kay Menzies (London), 
Dr. Marcus Paterson (London), Professor Sir Robert 
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Philip,’ Dr. Nathan Raw (London), Professor John Robert- 
son (Birmingham), Dr. William Robertson (Edinburgh), 
and Dr. Cecil Wall (London). 


An address on “‘ The Actual Position of the Tuberculosis 
Problem To-day” will be delivered in one of the public 
halls of Birmingham, on the evening of July 13th, by some- 
one to be invited by the Birmingham Executive Com- 
mittee. 
Association for the Prevention of Tuberculosis, a special 
meeting will be held to discuss the work of tuberculosis 


At the request of the branches of the National 


care committees. 








Obituary. 





Mr. THOMAS WILKINSON, LANCHESTER. 


After a lengthy illness there passed away at Lanchester 
an esteemed and kindly old resident, Mr. Thos. Wilkinson, 
M.R.C.V.S., who died, as briefly noted in a recent issue, 
at the age of 76. Deceased held an extensive veterinary 
practice in North-West Durham until fifteen years ago, 
when he handed it over to his only son, Mr. Thos. Wilkin- 
son, who is still carrying it on. At one time he kept five 
horses for his use in getting round the practice, which 
reached far into outlying districts, and often, in wintry 
weather, the five horses were requisitioned in one day. 
He was a hardy man in his day, and had unbounded energy 
and enthusiasm for his work. 

Mr. Wilkinson was born at Dipton, and came to live 
at Lanchester fifty-one years ago. Twenty-six years since 
he was a member of the Lanchester R.D. Council and 
Guardians. 
his long years in Lanchester, and was a class leader and 
Sunday School superintendent. 
widow (who also belonged to Dipton), one son and four 
daughters. 

Deceased was a keen horseman, and was a veterinary 
surgeon to the local collieries and Co-operative Society 
for a great number of years. 


He was a staunch Wesleyan Methodist during 


He is survived by a 


Mr. Henry Cooper. 


News has been received by cable of the death, at Cairo, 
on March 14th, of Mr. Henry Cooper, M.R.C.V.S., son of 
Mr. Thomas Cooper, of One Ash, Dore, near Sheffield. 

Mr. Henry Cooper was educated at York School, and 
afterwards articled to Mr. Herbert Nixon, of Sheffield. 
Not long after completing his studies—about 20 years ago 
—he obtained a Government appointment in Egypt, and 
had been there ever since. He was an inspector for a wide 
district, reaching down into the Sudan, and he also carried 
on instructional work among the Arabs. His work had 
successful results in reducing the cattle disease in Egypt. 
Mr. Cooper was in his forty-sixth year. 


Mr. ArtHuR JOHN Raymonpd Bort, EAG.LEscuirre, 
DURHAM. 

Graduated Edinburgh, 18th December, 1914. Died 
23rd March, 1923, suddenly, at the Royal Infirmary, 
Edinburgh, of pneumonia. Aged 37. Inserted by his 
loving wife. 
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THE NATIONAL AND ITS 
DIVISIONS. 


The health and strength of an Association, con- 
stituted as the National is constituted, depends 
almost entirely upon the vitality of its constituent 
branches and divisions. For many years the National 
was a society by itself and had no especial interest 
in the welfare of the various veterinary societies which 
existed all over the country. To-day all this is 
changed, the National is no longer a separate society, 
but is actually the Association or Federation of 
Societies. For some time to come we must expect 
that the divisions, always anxious to retain their own 
individuality, will continue to look upon themselves 
as separate bodies, but we hope that they will, sooner 
rather than later, realise the fact that it is each one 
of them working in conjunction with all the others 
which goes to make the one great body—-the National 
— which should speak and act for the benefit of all. 

The Divisions being integral parts and essential 
parts of the National, the loss or decay of any one of 
them not only affects the districts in which the 
division operates, but also injures the whole Associa- 
tion. It will give pleasure and satisfaction, therefore, 
to all our members to know that the Southern Counties 
Division (now over fifty years old) is to be resuscitated, 
and that, with new officers, a fresh campaign is to be 
waged against apathy and lethargy. We sincerely 
hope that the efforts will be very successful, and that 
a great access of strength will come to the National 
from the large number of practitioners in the counties 
of Sussex, Surrey, Hants and Dorset. Wil! all 
veterinary surgeons in these counties do their utmost 
to make this division once more one of the most 
progressive in the country ? 








Army Veterinary Service. 
Estimates MEMORANDUM. 

The following passages relative to the Veterinary Ser- 
vices occur in the Memorandum of the Seretary of State 
for War relating to the Estimates for 1923—24; 

The veterinary services have been maintained at a high 
level of efficiency, the animal wastage and the number 
constantly sick at home being less than half the pre-war 
percentage. The rate of constantly sick animals abroad 
has also been very low, and contagious diseases are well 
under control. There is a reduction in personnel as com- 
pared with last year of 5 officers, 64 other ranks, and 79 
civilians. 
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Clinical and Case Reports. 


The Editor will be glad to receive from members and others 
contributions to this column of reports of interesting cases 





Antecedent Features of Cardiac Traumatism. 
By J. F. Taytor, M.R.C.V.S., Cathkin, Rutherglen. 

Karly on the morning ‘of (25th February last I 
received an urgent call to attend a pedigree Ayrshire 
cow which had been taken ill suddenly. On arrival at 
the farm within half an hour I found the cow dead. On 
the previous night I was in the byre attending another 
cow for a minor ailment, and with the owner had a 
look at the subject of this note. I then saw nothing 
wrong with her. 

History.—The cattleman, in the course of his duties 
next morning, saw the cow lyi ing down and rising 
several times as if in pain. She \was due to calve in 
seven days. The man informed the farmer im- 
mediately, and on his return to the byre the cow was 
dead. 

When I arrived I atfonce reported the death to Mr. 
Hugh Begg, F.R.C.V.S., County Veterinary Inspector. 
Later Mr. Begg explained that the cause of death was 
not anthrax, and I arranged to make a post-mortem 
that afternoon. 

Post-Mortem.—-On opening the carcase there was 
found a slight adhesion of the rumen to the abdominal 
wall. Two small abscesses were present in the left 
lobe of the liver where it is in contact with the reti- 
culum. The surrounding area of the liver was friable, 
and a piece of telephone wire 3in. long was found 
penetrating the diaphragm. The peritoneum between 
the reticulum and diaphragm had a gelatinous and 
inflamed appearance. A well circumscribed — blood 
clot 12in. long existed in this area. There was no 
dropsical swelling at the brisket, and on examining 
the heart no fluid was present in the pericardial sac. 
Two distinct and evidently recent punctures in the 
heart were visible. 

The interesting features of this case are the presence 
of a foreign body so near to the heart and yet causing 
no apparent illness, and the entire absence of any 
dropsical swellings either at brisket or throat. My 
conclusion is that the wire had become embedded in 
the liver 'at the seat of the abscesses, and shortly before 
death had been displaced by some movement of the 
cow, and was forced through the diaphragm, making 
the fatal punctures in the heart. 


Novice JUMPERS AT OLYMPIA. 


In order to encourage the art of horse show jumping, 
the directors of the International Horse Show propose 
to include a jumping over the course competition at the 
forthcoming show, to be held from June 23rd to 30th, for 
novices. The fences will not exceed 4 feet 6 inches in height. 
Neither the competitor nor the horse in this class must 
have taken a prize of any description in a jumping com- 
petition at any show previous to May 14th, 1923. 
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‘Meseutatien Reports. 


Central Division. 


The General Meeting of the Central Division of the 
N.V.M.A. was held at 10 Red Lion Square, on Thurs- 
day, March Ist, 1923, Captain A. KE. Willett being 
in the Chair. 

The following Fellows were present :— 

Messrs J. B. Buxton, H. J. Parkin, N. Perryman, 
H. D. Jones, J. W. MacIntosh, G. H. Livesey and 
S. H. Slocock ; Major-General Sir J. Moore; Colonels 

Williams and T. Dunlop Young; Majors P. 
J. Simpson, G. W. Dunkin, P. W. Dayer-Smith and 
KF. G. Hobday ; Captains J. Bell, A. Cornish Bowden, 
Hamilton Kirk, O. 5. Broadhurst, T. J. Bosworth, H. 
R. Allen, F. J. Andrews, W. K. Townson, G. Dunlop 
Martin; Messrs. E. L. Stroud, H. L. Roberts, F. W. 
Cousens, R. L. Cornell, R. J. Foreman, F. W. Willett ; 
Professors G. H. Wooldridge and J. MacQueen ; 
Messrs. J. Willett, H. 8. King, R. A. Philp and J. 
F. Macdonald, Hon. Secretary. 

Visitors.—Messrs. M. Bridgeman, EK. Hall, E. 

Langford and H. Podgaez. 

On the proposition of Mr. J. B. BuxTon, seconded 
by Mr. McInrosu, the minutes of the January meeting 
were taken as read and signed. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Major-General Sir L. Blenkinsop, Colonel Mosley, 
Major Rees-Mogg, Mr. J. C. Coleman and Professor 
K. B. Reynolds. 

A letter was read from Mr. Brown, thanking the 
division for their expression of sympathy on the death 
of his father. 

The Secretary read a letter from Doctor Bradley, 
referring to the Dick Centenary Fund. 

The Prestpent: With reference to Mr. Brown’s 
letter, I feel sure the Fellows would like a vote of 
sympathy recorded on the minutes. 

Mr. G. H. Livesgy: I beg to propose a vote of 
sympathy to the bereaved family; the late Mr. Brown 
has at all times worked to promote the interests of 
the profession. 

Mr. J. B. Buxton seconded the motion, which was 
carried, all standing. 

The Presripent: The Council of this division has 
recommended that the division shall give a donation 
of £10 10s. Od. to the Royal Dick Gentenary Fund. 
I shall be glad to know if this meets with the approval 
of the Fellows. 

Mr. McINTosH proposed, and Mr. FOREMAN seconded 
that £10 10s. Od. be given to the Royal Dick Centenary 
Fund. This was agreed. 

THE DisteMPER RESEARCH FUND. 

The Prestpent: The Council have also decided 
that £10 10s. Od. be given to this Fund. I should 
like to have a proposal from the Fellows on this 
matter. 

Captain H. Kirk: I beg to suggest that the amount 
be 20 guineas. 


Spiraea 
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Mr. Mclnrosu: This matter has been gone into 
very fully by the Council, and they consider that 
10 guineas is the most the funds can stand at present. 

Sir JonN Moore: At the Council Meeting of the 
division, when this was brought up on the agenda, | 
put forward a strong protest against any money being 
allocated. My reasons, as | stated, were not from 
any lack of sympathy with the Fund which is being 
got up by The Field for research into distemper, nor 
from any unfriendly feeling towards either the 
veterinary or medical members of the Committee 
appointed, but simply to bring to a head the crying 
necessity for better recognition, by the State and the 
Public, of the Veterinary Profession in matters which 
are essentially veterinary. When I read the letter 
of appeal in The Field and noted the names of those 
associated with it, including several medical men of 
repute, I confess that 1 was surprised that only two 
of our profession, Major Hobday and Mr. Leeney, 
were mentioned. I realised that the matter was only 
an appeal for money, but it did not seem to me quite 
right all the same. However , my Surprise was rather 
turned to disgust to find in subsequent i issues of The 
Field that prominence was given to an unqualified 
practitioner and I wondered what we were coming to 
next. I considered that the time had come for 
strong action, otherwise we were in danger of going 
under, I proposed that we should press for “ A 
Diseases of Animals Research Council,” as suggested 
last year by the Advisory Committee on Research into 
Diseases of Animals set up by the Development 
Commission. I was then asked to embody my 
proposal in resolution form for the General Meeting 
and I withdrew my objection to the grant of money 
to The Field Distemper Fund. 

I now put the following resolution to you, which I 
think we ought to consider :— 

“That this division considers that there should 
be set up a Diseases of Animals Research Council, 
or Board, consisting of at least seven, and not 
more than ten members of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, with a General Secretary, who 
will be primarily responsible for all research into 
animal diseases, and that if necessary other Councils 
will collaborate with it.” 

“It is important that the Veterinary Profession 
should be pre-eminent in all cases in matters 
relating to its own profession.” 

I think this is a very important matter. I again 
wish it to be distinc tly understood that I have no 
unfriendly feeling towards those who are on this 
Distemper Committee, my sole desire is to support 
my own profession and keep its end up. It is 
necessary to push ourselves forward, and here is a 
suggestion which would, in my opinion, help in this 
direction. It is necessary that we should be first 
in matters referring to diseases in animals. 

Captain H. Kirk: Some decided opposition to the 
whole scheme was in evidence last month, and it was 
even suggested that the Veterinary Profession should 
refuse to co-operate unless the Royal College had a 
greater control of the proceedings. That seemed to 
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me then—as it does now—a futile suggestion, Inasmuch 
as we cannot force the clected committee to do any- 
thing against its will, and if we withdrew our support, 
what would happen then? The promoters of the 
scheme would be in no way dismayed and the enquiry 
would still be prosecuted as though we did not exist. 
Then, should their efforts be crowned with success, 
it would go out to the whole world that the Medical 
Profession alone had solved the problem, whilst we 
would be tainted as being either incompetent to 
achieve the same result, or as being unnecessary for 
the purposes of the research. 

As matters stand, we find two veterinarians on the 
Council, and a third taking sole control of the Medical 
Research Council’s premises where the experiments 
are to be carried out. At a later date I understand 
the veterinary clinician is to be asked to co-operate. 
In these circumstances, this profession will share 
equally with the medical, the credit for any discovery 
that is made, and we may rest assured that Mr. Buxton 
and Professor Hobday will guard our interests to 
the utmost. 

I trust that this division, in adopting Mr. Willett’s 
proposal (as it is sure to do), will vote a sum which is 
commensurate with the dignity and importance of 
the division. I suggest at least £20 annually for 
three years, 

Sir Joun Moore: I do not think we need consider 
money at all. My point is that we should have this 
Council to collaborate with other Councils. 

Professor WooLpDRIDGE: May I suggest as a matter 
of order that the question of a grant should be decided 
first, and the proposal put forward by Sir John Moore 
should follow. 

Mr. Mcinrosu: Before putting this motion, I 
should like to say that if an increased sum is decided 
upon, it will have to be referred back to the Council, 
and in view of what I have already said, it would be 
difficult to grant any increase at the moment, as our 
funds are low ; but the subject can be reviewed later. 

Mr. Kirk withdrew his suggestion, and it was 
decided to give a donation of 10 guineas to the Dis- 
temper Fund. 

Mr. McInrosu: I have much pleasure in seconding 
the proposal put forward by Sir John Moore. 

Professor MACQUEEN: I should like to support the 
resolution proposed by Sir John Moore. I hope it 
is in time, though it may be a little late. Evidently 
this division, as measured by its donation of ten 
guineas, is not of so much importance as the National 
V.A., and I am very pleased that the resolution will 
pass to the National. Members of this division have 
joined the Royal Society of Medicine for information 
and possibly other things. But the Veterinary 
Profession has never been indebted to the Medical 
profession in its collective capacity. I yield to no 
one in my admiration for the consideration and 
kindness of the individual medical man to whom I, 
like many others, owe more than I can ever hope to 
repay, but to the Medical Profession as a body the 
Vetermary owes nothing. I challenge anyone here 
to give chapter and verse of a single favour, concession 
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or privilege extended to the Veterinary by the Medical 
profession. The formation of the Investigation 
Committee on Distemper indicates how we stand. 
According to a published statement, the work will 
be carried out by two Veterinarians and two Medical 
men with a scientist to supervise. I now understand 
that more members of the Veterinary profession will 
be added to the workers, but it is difficult to see how 
the investigation can be controlled by the Veterinary 
Surgeon members of the committee. 

Professor Woo LpripGe said that he wished to 
associate himself with Sir John Moore’s resolution, 
and that anything that would accrue from the activi- 
ties of the Investigating Committee would also reflect 
credit on themselves, 

Captain G. D. Martin: L should also like to 
associate myself with Sir John Moore’s resolution. 
At the last meeting this matter was referred to, and 
I was very displeased to find that we were being 
overshadowed by medical men on the Committee. — 1 
do not see why the Medical man should per se be in 
charge of the investigations, and should like to see this 
resolution put forward, at the same time feeling 
strongly that we, as a profession, have run too much 
in a water tight compartment, and that much good 
in every way is likely to result from co-operation 
and collaboration with the medical men. 

Major Hosvay: I should like to try to state the 
actual position of this matter, An endeavour is 
being made now to get money for a real good in- 
vestigation into distemper. On numerous occasions 
investigations have been started; there have been 
several attempts made in the past, but they have 
fallen through, mainly owing to the lack of funds. 
Money is now being received from those of the public 
who realise the danger of distemper for their dogs, 
and it is being given freely. Only two members of 
the Veterinary Profession were included on the initial 
Committee, as a large committee would have been 
unwieldly, and the primary object was to collect the 
necessary funds. ‘The majority of the Committee 
are Masters of Foxhounds or owners of kennels of 
sporting dogs. — It is quite understood that a success- 
ful result cannot be attained without the help of the 
Veterinary Profession, and certain members of the 
Medical Profession have been asked to collaborate 
with them. 

Now that motors have been superseded by horses 
to such a large extent, the study of the diseases of 
dogs should be recognised as of great importance, 
and this scourge is one that we are always fighting 
against. Distemper is also prominent in other 
countries, and although many attempts have been 
made to eradicate it, up to the present no success 
has been achieved. 

It is estimated that probably there will be many 
years work in front, but if no start is made nothing 
whatever will be done. 

The main thing, the money, is being found, and | 
think that we are going to get all that has been asked 
for. I have no doubt Mr. Buxton will tell you more 
fully the aims of the investigation. We have cov- 
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fidence in him, and we know too, that he is a man 
who will look after the interests of the profession. 

Professor MACQUEEN: Might I say a few words 
regarding what seems to be the first effect of our 
alliance with the medical profession ¢ I understand 
that this investigation will be in charge of a scientist 
and [ should like to ask Mr. Buxton whether he is a 
veterinarian or a medical man. — It is all very well 
to say that Mr. Buxton will be in charge, but what 
is the position of the two medical men and the super- 
visor. 1 should like to see the Veterinary Profession 
in the ascendant in all investigations of animal diseases. 

Mr. Buxton: With a view to clearing the atmos- 
phere, which has become somewhat cloudy, I should 
like to explain the actual position to you. 

The Council which has been formed, and which 
embraces so many names well known throughout 
the country, is concerned with the collection and 
distribution of funds for the investigation of canire 
distemper. ‘To that end it requires frequent reports 
from the Scientific Committee of the Medical Research 
Council in order that subscribers may be assured 
that the money is being well spent. 

The Setentific Committee, the composition — of 
which is well known to you, acts as a link between 
the Council and the workers. Its function is to 
keep in touch with the experimental work and _ to 
insure that the funds allotted by the Council are 
judiciously employed. I am personally responsible 
for the whole of the organisation of the experimental 
station. It should be clearly understood that when 
the Medical Research Council originally decided to 
undertake the investigation of diseases caused by the 
so-called invisible viruses and appointed a special 
team of workers for the purpose, if was deemed 
advisable that the experimental work should embrace 
several diseases of the lower animals which might be 
caused by such viruses. Later the distemper fund 
was started and the guardians of that fund decided, 
and | think vou will agree, wisely and in the best 
interests of the subscribers, to avail themselves of 
the unique facilities, both as regards staff and build- 
ings, which the Medical Research Council had prepared 
for this purpose. 1 would also like to point out that 
the collaboration of the practitioner will be essential 
both in providing the material necessary for and in 
the testing of any prophylactic or curative products 
which may result from the investigation. 

If was unanimously decided to send the resolution 
to the National. 


MorBIp SPECIMENS, 


Captain H. Kirk: In January last 1 operated on 
two cases of interdigital cyst, which deserve comment. 
The first was an aged Pekingese. It had suffered 
from cysts between various toes for several months. 
! excised three under cocaine and commenced a 
course of six injections of staphylo-streptococcic 
vaccine. ‘T'wo days after the first dose, the dog was 
brought back with yet another cyst. This was 
removed, and on the third day, the second inoculation 
was given. The whole series was eventually injected, 
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and from that time up to date, there has been no 
further recurrence. So much for bacterin treatment. 
The unusual feature was this :—I removed the whole 
cyst and then curetted away all remaining necrotic 
tissue. In getting to the bottom of it I came across 
a hard black pellet, after removal of which I found a 
communication existed with the solar surface— 
between the pads. 

A second similar case was dealt with, also in a 
Pekingese, and I have brought the foreign body from 
this case for your inspection. Have other Fellows 
found these foreign bodies? And can it be that the 
trouble first arises from puncture of the sole, followed 
by access of dirt ? 

Since the last meeting, I have been twice called 
out of bed at night, to attend cases exhibiting curious 
symptoms. The first was a two year old Pekingese 
which was evincing violent irritation of the forepaws 
and legs. I found it excitedly licking and biting 
at the soles of its feet, and occasionally howling out. 
For a few minutes it would lie quietly, and then 
suddenly jump up and scratch at the floor with the 
hind legs, or kick out spasmodically with them. I 
could find absolutely nothing wrong except a temper- 
ature of 103°, and very hot paws. I gave 15 grs. of 
pot. bromide and an aspirin tablet. In five minutes 
there was profuse slimy frothy vomit, repeated several 
times. Afterwards the dog was quieter. I advised 
bathing the legs in hot water, and giving a purgative. 
The next morning the animal was normal again. 

The other case was a Sealyham, exhibiting exactly 
the same sumptoms. Can any Fellow throw any 
light on the complaint, or diagnose it ? 

Captain Martin: I am very interested in what 
Captain Kirk has said. I too have come across ¢ 
number of cases similar to those mentioned. In 
many of these cases they started in my opinion 
through tar sticking to the under surface of the web 
of the foot and grit sticking to it and forming an 
accretion similar to that shown by Captain Kirk, 
and which, by its pressure abrades the web and in 
time penetrates it and causes the formation of these 
so-called cysts, which are really abscesses. 

Colonel DunLor Youne: I have brought a photo- 
graph which, in my opinion, is the best photograph 
I have ever seen showing pathological lesions. ‘I'he 
pig carcass from which it was taken, was unfit for’ 
human consumption. 

It was the custom when I first went to Smithfield 
to cut the submaxilliary lymphatic glands, and if 
there was evidence of disease the whole pig carcass 
was destroyed. It seemed to me that in many cases 
we were wasting valuable food. Now we cut into 
the submaxilliary lymphatic glands first, if there is 
evidence of tuberculosis we split the carcass down 
from the tail to the head, examine the bones of the 
vertebrae and sternum, the serous membranes, the 
lymphatic glands, and also the kidneys. If there is 
no further evidence of disease, the head is cut off 
and the rest of the carcass is passed for human food. 

I,want to emphasise the necessity of chopping 
down in all cases. 
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The carcass showed lesions of tuberculosis in the 
submaxilliary lymphatic glands, but no further 
evidence of the disease until it was cut down, then 
the lesion shown in the photograph was found in 
the spinal cord and meninges in the lumbar region, 
the vertebrae were not affected. 

Major Hospay: I should like to thank Captain 
Kirk for his most interesting remarks, but I consider 
the term interdigital abscess is generally more correct 
than that of interdigital cyst. Many cases are due 
to grass seeds, or the awns of barley, working into the 
foot. I agree with Captain Martin that it is often 
due to the dog getting its feet contaminated with 
motor oil or tar; they run in and out of garages, 
and on the roads, and we all know that oil is often 
found wherever motor cars are stationed. Naturally, 
the worst sufferer is the Cog with hairy feet. 

With regard to the other case mentioned by Captain 
Kirk, I have seen many dogs race round and round 
after their tails, and I consider the symptoms he 
mentions point to the case being one of neuritis, for 
which I have found doses of bromide the best treat- 
ment. 

Abscess of the anal glands often sets up these 
symptoms, and it is a good practice to always examine 
these parts before arriving at a diagnosis. 

Captain Kirk: I might mention that the dog did 
not run round and round, but kept on biting and 
licking his feet. 

Mr. O. 5. Broapuurst: I do not know whether 
I am in order, but it is not often we have Colonel 
Young with us, and it would be most interesting if 
he would tell us of the new meat preserving process. 

Colonel DunLop Youne: This subject is an 
extremely interesting one and is of great importance. 
The process of preserving meat for human consumption 
for a considerable period without having to put it in 
cold storage, is at the present time a secret, and I 
understand that a patent has been applied for. I 
am not sure, but I think it is most probable the pro- 
cess consists of some antiseptic being forced through 
the blood vessels, at any rate, although the meat 
externally had a somewhat unpleasant appearance, 
internally it was perfectly sound. I have eaten some 
of it thirty-eight days after killing and there was no 
flavour of any antiseptic, in fact it tasted like home 
killed meat. 

I would like to emphasize the fact that the meat 
was not kept in a refrigerator. 

A biochemical examination is being made of it, 


ELECTION OF FELLOWS. 

The following Fellows were elected :—Miss A. 
Cust, M.R.C.V.5., and Mr. M. Bridgeman, M.R.C.V.S. 
Colonel Williams then read his paper on “ Some 
Observations on an outbreak of Equine Influenza in 
India.” 

(Colonel Williams’ paper and the ensuing discussion 
receive separate publication.—Ep.) 

Mr. J. WitLerr: I should like to propose a vote 
of thanks to those Fellows who brought forward 
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photograph was extremely interesting, and his 
remarks on preserved meat were followed with great 
interest. 

Mr. H. D. Jones seconded. 

Mr. Mcintrosu thanked Colonel Williams for his 
most interesting paper, and Mr. KE. L. Srroup 
seconded. 

The PRESIDENT said he wished to associate himself 
with the vote of thanks to Colonel Willimas. The 
paper had been most interesting, and had led up to 
an excellent discussion. Colonel Williams must 
have put himself to a lot of trouble in preparing 
his paper, and the division’s thanks were due to him 
for his kindness. 


Derbyshire Division. 


A meeting of the Derbyshire Division was leld 
at the Royal Hotel, Derby, on Tuesday, January 
9th, 1923. 

Mr. J. C. Heather presided, and there were also 
present Messrs. J. C. De Ville, H. A. King, H. Briggs, 
A. Levie, Capt. Rawlins, and Mr. E. Marrison ( Hon. 
Secretary). 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
Aulton (President), Duckworth and J. T. Abell. 

The Secretary was requested to write wishing Mr. 
Duckworth a speedy recovery from illness, 

CoRRESPONDENCE.—-The SECRETARY reported the 
receipt of a letter from the Scottish Life Assurance 
Company requesting him to make a report on a horse, 
the fee being stated as 7s. 6d. 

He wrote in reply that his minimum fee for making 
an inspection would be 10s. 6d., and the Company 
wrote stating that they reluctantly must let the matter 
fall through as, in view of general drop in prices, the 
suggested fee was too high. 

The Secretary added that even when the value of 
horses was high the Company objected to paying a fee 
of 10s. 6d. 

Mr. De VittE: Any member can examine a horse 
for 7s. 6d. or 8s. 6d. if he is agent and receives com- 
mission in addition. 

Mr. Briees: I got a letter a week before Christmas 
asking me to examine two horses for lls. 1 wrote 
refusing, and a few days afterwards when I was passing 
the owner of the horses said he had recently received 
a letter asking when the horses would be there for 
examination, as another man was coming to examine 
them. ; 

The CHarrMAN: Was the man a member of this 
Division ? 

Mr. Brices: No. 

Mr. Marrison: I think eventually the Insurance 
Companies will toe the line. 

The CHarrman: I do not think so. When this 
scale was fixed premiums were £7 to £15. Now they 
are down to about one-third of that. Where there 
is a premium of £2 10s. 6d., and there is a fee to the 
veterinary surgeon of 10s. 6d., as well as deduction for 
commission and other expenses, it leaves very little 
for the insurance company. 
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Mr. Briegs: [like best the system of the Veterinary 
Insurance Company of 25 per cent., and which makes 
veterinary surgeons only their agents. 

Mr. De VitLE: Major Bagshaw examined a horse, 
value £300, for the Veterinary Insurance Company, 
and made his fee one guinea. He was not the agent, 
and I do not know who was. 

Mr. Briggs: I had a letter similar to Mr. Marrison, 
and in writing refusing the inspection I asked if they 
thought they were justified in lowering the veterinary’s 
fee in order to reduce the premium. 

The CuarrMan: The Imperial have now taken on 
underwriters’ work, and they allow 12§ per cent. in- 
stead of 15 per cent., exclusive of fees. There is a 
sliding scale for examining fees. The Veterinary 
give 25 per cent. including everything. 

Mr. De Vite: If the premium is under £4 they give 
you 25 per cent. If it is over they give you 20 per 
cent. 

The CuarrMAN: Unfortunately we have two non- 
members in my district, and if I do not do an inspection 
for 7s. 6d., they will be pleased to do it. We are all 
in some degree in the same predicament. 

Mr. Marrison : I refused to examine two forjlIs., 
and in view of a subsequent talk with the owner I 
must presume they were examined at that fee by a 
member of this Division. 

Mr. DEVILLE: That is not fair to you. You are 
in the district, and he must have known. 

Capt. Rawiins: I refused one last fyear. ‘Two 
mares, one in foal, were as a consequence examined 
by another veterinary officer. After the mare had 
foaled the owner came to me and said, ‘‘ Look here, I 
did not send for you for that foaling. So and so 
examined for insurance, so | had to send for him.” 

The CuarrMAN: According to the rules we cannot 
deal with this matter to-day, and in the meantime 
we might give Mr. Marrison permission to examine at 
7s. 6d. 

Mr. Marrison: No. I do not ask for that. I 
simply want to know if we should re-open this ques- 
tion. If the matter is put on the agenda, the minute 
can be rescinded at the next meeting. We must not 
let outsiders take all the buciness. It is not at all a 
question of the 3s. 

Eventually it was decided that no jinsurance in- 
spections be refused, but that with each inspection 
members should send an account for 10s. 6d., members 
absent from the meeting to be informed of this 
decision. 

A letter was read from the Registration Committee 
stating that no action could be taken on a report that 
a man named Hodgktmnson was using the word “‘ Veter- 
inary” till they received from Mr. Briggs further 
evidence as to the distribution of Hodgkinson’s cards. 

A letter from the Lancashire Division was again 
placed before the meeting in reference to support for 
candidates to the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons and to the Derbyshire Division 
assuming responsibility for part of the cost of circulars, 

Mr. Levie asked the names of the candidates, 

Mr. Marrison said their names had appeared in the 
Record, and he thought the Derbyshire Division 
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should write pledging support to those candidates. 
There were only three or four members from the North, 
and they badly needed another from that division. 
It would also be advisable to support the Lrish can- 
didates. 

Capt. RAWLINS proposed that the Derbyshire 
Division support the candidates in question, agreeing 
to bear a proportion of the cost of the circulars up 
to £1. 

Mr. De VitLe seconded, and the resolution was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Brigas moved the election of Mr. J. R. Green, 
5 Klm Avenue, Mansfield Road, Nottingham, as a 
new member, 

Capt. Raw.ins seconded, and the resolution was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. De Vitte then gave 'the following paper : 

When asked by our President ten days ago to 
introduce one or two cases for discussion at this 
meeting, | readily consented, not because | have any- 
thing new to‘ put before you, but because | believe 
it to be the duty of every member to make the meetings 
as instructive and interesting as he can. | will en- 
deavour to describe as briefly as possible a few cases 
as they presented themselves to me: my treatment, 
failures and successes. 


TETANUS IN THE Horse. 


This is a disease the treatment of which, in my 
hands, has not been very satisfactory, and fimy best 
results have been in animals of little value. During 
the last few years | have had many cases where there 
was no history of injury or wounds, and in unbroken 
animals out at grass. In those cases where the symp- 
toms developed rapidly and were severe most of the 
unimals died from the second to the fourth day. 

1 am of opinion if tetanus anti-toxin 1s to be used 
successfully as a curative agent, it must be injected 
very early and in large doses, and I like Parke Davis’ 
antj-toxin best. | inject two bottles of 3,000 units 
on the first day, and one bottle daily afterwards till 
the symptoms abate, then every alternate day. 

1 remember being called to a harness cob, value 
about £20, It had been out at grass for a week owing 
to a broken knee. It was fetched up, harnessed, and 
would have been put in the trap, but the owner could 
not get it out of the stable. On arrival I found the 
horse sweating, and showing well-marked signs of 
tetanus. I told the owner treatment was expensive, 
and it was ten to one the animal would dic. The 
owner did not want the animal destroyed, and he did 
not mind a few pounds for treatment. I walked the 
unimal half a mile to my stables, and we had great 
difficulty in getting it there. After putting the cob 
in slings, I had to inject morphia daily to keep it quiet. 
I was sorely tempted to shoot it till the fourth day, 
when the acute symptoms abated, and in fourteen 
days the animal left my stables quite recovered. It 
was the worst case | had seen get better, and so 
quickly. 

Second Case.-A hunter gelding, just purchased 
for £200, sustained a punctured wound in the coronet 
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in the riding school. In a few days stiffness was 


‘ noticed, and | was requested to see it. 1 found 


tetanus in a very mild form, or rather in its very early 
stage. I injected two bottles of anti-toxin in the 
morning. and one again at night, dressed the wound 
and placed in slings. L injected a bottle of anti- 
toxin daily for nine days. On the tenth day the horse 
was found dead in slings. Apparently it died without 
a struggle. This was one of the most disappointing 
cases | have ever treated : it was a mild case to start 
with, anti-toxin was injected early, the conditions 
under which it was kept were ideal, the patient was a 
valuable animal, and it only lived ten days. 1 was 
asked by the owner of this animal the percentage of 
recoveries, and on the spur of the moment I said 
10 per cent. But 1 think that was too high, and I 
should like an expression of opinion from members 
of this division. 

Third Case-A Shire filly out at grass showing 
marked signs of tetanus. Anti-toxin was injected 
daily to the extent of twelve bottles altogether—-two 
the first day, one daily for ninedays, then half a bottle 
every other day. It was a bad case, as | noticed 
laminitis in the hind feet, while an opacity formed 
over each eye with a corneal ulcer on one. It was in 
the month of December, and the weather was bed, 
but we took her out of slings, and with difficulty she 
was helped to a sheltered field where she went down, 
and lay for twelve hours. It took six months before 
there was complete recovery. 

Fourth Case.--Three hunters purchased at Chelten- 
ham arrived at Uttoxeter Station at night. The stud 
groom called and asked me to go the following morning 
and examine them for their wind. He said he would 
take a bottle of electuary with him, as one had a sore 
throat. On arrival next morning | found this par- 
ticular animal showing symptoms of tetanus. The 
tail had been recently docked and was in a putrid 
condition. The auctioneers were wired to and 
replied, “* Have horse properly treated.” 1 re-docked, 
applied anti-toxin, and the horse quickly recovered, 
making a good hunter. 

Some years ago I spent a week-end with a veterinary 
surgeon, and on the Sunday morning | went with him 
to see a few cases. One was a work horse suffering 
from tetanus. He left an eight-ounce bottle of 
medicine containing one ounce of prussic acid, which 
he ordered to be given as one ounce daily. A second 
bottle was left and the animal not seen again for 
another week, when it was taken out of slings, and 
received no further treatment. 

My friend explained to me that the owner was a 
poor man, the animal not very valuable, and a long 
way out. Three visits and three bottles of medicine 
completed the cure. 


ANTHRAX IN CATTLE. 


When I was at College | was taught that sudden 
death was usually the only symptom of anthrax, 
and up to a few years ago | thought this to be true. 
Experience has taught me that while this may he so 
in the majority of cases, cattle are infected with 
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anthrax and recover. 1 was called to a farm where 
anthrax was unknown to see a cow that had died 
rather suddenly. On arrival 1 found a second cow 
dead. This was in the month of May, when all the 
cows, sixty or seventy in number, were out at grass. 
I learned from the owner that he had lost a cow the 
week before. She was found down struggling in the 
pasture, and he thought she was in a fit. She was bled 
in the field, taken to a slaughter-house, dressed for 
food, and consumed. 1 made a microscopic examina- 
tion from the two dead cows, and | found the an- 
thrax bacillus in each. The following morning three 
cows were dead from the same cause, and several 
others ill showing the following symptoms :—-dull, 
anxious expression, diarrhoea, would not look at food 
or water, and the only diagnostic symptom (if you 
could call it a symptom) was the temperature, which 
was 107° to LU8° F. At this stage I sent a letter with 
my slides and swabs (a separate one for each case) 
to the Ministry of Agriculture, asking the chief officer 
to wire me immediately he had examined the blood, 
as I had many animals ill. He wired me, “Anthrax 
exists. Send separate slide and swab from every 
animal that dies.” The net result was that eleven 
animals died in eight days—-seven died suddenly 
without showing any signs, and four died showing 
the above symptoms. 

Seven others showing the above symptoms recovered, 
and, with one exception, very quickly. The ex- 
ception was a Dutch bull. He was very bad, with a 
temperature of 108°, a dark offensive diarrhoea, and 
when standing his nose was only a few inches from the 
ground. Both the owner and myself thought he 
would die. In a few days the temperature went down 
to 104°, but rose again in a few days to L108”, to decline 
gradually, and he made a quick recovery. 

I took a sample of blood from an affected cow the 
day before she died, but I failed to detect the anthrax 
bacillus. My local authority asked me to send them 
a sample from an affected cow. 1 did so, but | never 
heard if they were able to demonstrate the bacillus. 

Treatment.-1 treated the animals with carbolic 
acid and chlorodyne. 

My second case was a usual one of finding a cow 
dead in the shed. The next cow was taken out and 
isolated. In a few days the owner sent to say she 
was very ill. Major Bagshaw saw her, and he said 
she would be dead in the morning, as she had a tem- 
perature of 108°, and if it was not anthrax, he did not 
know what was the matter with her. She was dead 
the following morning, and the microscope revealed 
the bacillus. 

The third case was a fat cow sent to Uttoxeter 
Smithfield, and returned home, as she did not make 
her value. The following morning she was dull, off 
her food, and the owner thought she had taken a chill 
standing in the market. At night she was no better, 
and I was asked to see her, but I found her dead. 
The microscope revealed anthrax. The next day | 
received a telephone message to go to the farm at 
once. Another cow was affected, having a tem- 
perature of 105°, dull, but with no diarrhoea. | 
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was not satisfied as to the cause, and told the owner 
1 thought it was a chill. The cow rapidly recovered. 
In a few days [ received another call, and found a 
cow in a similar state, with a temperature of 104°. 
She recovered rapidly. Just a week after the death 
of the first cow [ received a telephone call to go at 
once. Another cow was dead, and the microscope 
revealed anthrax, There were no more cows ill or 
deaths after this. In all these cases L was supported 
in my diagnosis by the Board of Agriculture, as it 
was then. 

Some years ago we had many deaths from anthrax, 
but I do not think L have seen a case for two years. 

A Jersey cow gave her usual quantity of milk on the 
Sunday morning at eight o'clock, She was not seen 
again till ten-thirty, when the gardener found her dead. 
Major Bagshaw saw the carease on the Sunday 
morning. He suspected anthrax, and the microscope 
supported his opinion. The milk from this cow was 
consumed in the house without any ill effects. Lam 
not clear whether the germs of anthrax are excreted 
or expelled in the milk from the system of a cow dying 
from anthrax. Personally, | do not think so. Has 
the bacillus been found in the blood of a cow dying 
from anthrax ? Is there any proof that a human 
being has died from anthrax after drinking the milk 
or eating the flesh of an animal that has died or was 
dying from anthrax ¢ If the germs are expelled in 
the milk, and that milk is made into cheese, would the 
bacilli retain their virulence, and if se, for what 
period ? L hope you will express your opinions on 
these points, so that L may leave the meeting a much 
enlightened and wiser man. 


DISCUSSION, 


The CHaikMAN thanked Mr. De Ville for his paper. 
Referring to the last case of tetanus he had had, he 
was called to a horse supposed to be suffering from 
sore throat, and he found there was tetanus. In 
accordance with his usual custom, he had the horse 
put in a dark box with sawdust or chaff down, and 
after putting cotton wool in the ears injected tetanus 
antitoxin on the first day. The horse would not 
have slings. The next morning he went and injected 
half a bottle of serum, a@fid on the third morning, 
though the horse was in a nervous state, he got 
another half bottle in. The horse made a good 
recovery. He found that in putting a whole bottle 
in there resulted a great swelling, and absorption 
took a long time. When there was quick absorption 
they were entitled to give another dose, and they 
lessened the dose according to the size of the swelling. 
The best results he had had with serum were down pits 
where, in 75 per cent. of tetanus cases, he had achieved 
complete recovery. 

Capt. RAWLINS expressed the opinion that in pits 
25 per cent. of cases would recover without treatment. 
In certain parts of the pit they could get complete 
silence in the stables, as well as darkness, and if 
animals were put there, given gruel and salts to drink, 
25 per cent. would recover. He would like to ask the 
percentage of units that might be given with safety. 
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In France, where they used to have scores of cases in 
a week, advice was to give a huge dose. 

Mr. De Vit.E: I have met surgeons who say you 
vannot hurt the animals. The most I have injected 
is two bottles per day. 

Capt. Rawiins: Our experience in France was to 
give 6,000 in a morning and 6,000 at night. 

Mr. De Vitte: | think that is too much. 

Capt. Rawiins: I think you get better results 
if you*give very big doses. Does swelling indicate 
reaction ? I think it does. 

The CHatrMAN asked how it was they got a reaction 
on one side and not on the other in the same horse. 
He found that the swelling was about as large as the 
fluid put in, and it never increased, but gradually 
got smaller. The horse that recovered was that in 
which the swellings went down slowly, and never 
those in which it went down quickly. 

Mr. Briaas: | have never experienced any swelling 
after a few hours. 

Mr. De Vite: In cases where I injected for ten 
or eleven days I took one side of the neck one day 


and the other side the next. Li I got a little swelling 
on the side where I wanted to inject, I found another 


spot. If the swelling had disappeared, I injected in 
the same spot. 

The CHAIRMAN said that in pit cases two bottles 
were generally sufficient to cure. Above ground 
the percentage of recoveries was very small—say, 25 
per cent. 

Mr. Dr ViLLE: | should say that was very good, 
as many cases die straight away. 

Mr. Briaas: To the last case I attended I gave 
3,000 to start with, next day 1,500, another 1,500, 
and the next day the horse was able to take a little 
water. | gave him a fourth injection, and I got 
news that he died the same night, though I had 
thought he looked like recovering. 

The CuatrMan: I notice, Mr. De Ville, you gave 
morphia. I have tried morphia and other things, 
and I could never get any effect from them. 

Mr. Levix said that while he could not agree with 
all the remarks of everyone, he was agreed that Mr. 
De Ville had brought an excellent paper to their notice. 
He had brought before them two diseases which were 
of great interest and importance to owners of live 
stock, and, indeed, to human beings generally. With 
regard to tetanus, his experience had differed from 
some given that afternoon. He was one of the first 
to use that antitetanus fluid when first it came out 
25 years ago. It then cost 6s. per dose, and they were 
instructed to inject one dose per day. He gave it 
in his first case to the ninth day, and his experience 
had since been that if an animal lived for nine days it 
would pull through. In the case he had spoken of, 
however, he went up on the tenth day, and the animal 
was lying dead in the stall. That rather took the wind 
out of his sails, and he said frankly he had had more 
recoveries without antitetanic fluid than with it. 


He found that if the practitioner would give a maxi- 
mum dose of aloes in solution before the jaw was 
locked, and made sure the solution entered the 
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stomach, and put half a drachm of calomel on the 
tongue each day, if the animal purged it would get 
better. If it did not purge it would die. In regard 
to anthrax, his experience had been akin to that of 
Mr. De Ville. Anthrax was due to a blood parasite 
as distinct from a tissue parasite. It would be unsafe 
for a person to drink milk if they had an abrasion of 
the alimentary tract. If they had no abrasion, the 
chances of taking anthrax from milk would be very 
small. Anthrax could exist in milk, he would say, 
but not in the quantity it was found in the blood. 
He did not know, but he was inclined to think with 
Mr. De Ville that while some animals died with anthrax 
others had it and recovered. Some years ago a case 
of anthrax came to the slaughter-house, and Mr. 
Abell and himself were satisfied that it was anthrax. 
Next day he was called to an animal that had been in 
the same field, and found it with a temperature, dull 
and miserable, and all the symptoms one would expect 
to find. He took a blood smear from the ear, but 
failed to find any bacilli. They were usually found 
if they existed in the blood. The heifer recovered. 
Whether it had suffered from anthrax or not he could 
not say. The bacilli of anthrax certainly retained 
their virulency outside the body in spore formation. 
That was to say, where they found a temperature 
that was not congenial they had the power to convert 
themselves into spores, and, so far as he knew, could 
live as such for an indefinite period. If those spores 
entered a body, they had the power to reproduce 
themselves at blood temperature as bacilli, use up 
oxygen which the animal required for itself, and so 
cause not only toxemia but really asphyxia, and death 
thereby. He was only sorry there were not more 
there to take part in the discussion. 

Mr. Kine said he believed that tetanic states were 
very often mistaken for conditions that were not 
due to the introduction of toxin. There were many 
cases of what might be called fleeting tetanus, in which 
they got a large majority of the symptoms of tetanus. 

Mr. De Vitte: Would you get these symptoms 
for a short duration ? 

Mr. Kina: Yes. 

The CuHatrman: We used to get Iceland ponies 
which showed symptoms of tetanus, and when we 
put the animal in slings and his kidneys to work he 
quickly recovered. Three days used to be sufficient. 
If it was a rough passage, twenty or thirty in a batch 
of sixty would be affected. 

Mr. Ktne: I think what we have been told about 
the use of cotton wool is one of those little things 
which is extremely useful. I had not thought of it 
myself for keeping the animal quiet. Parke Davis 
and Co. recommend immense doses of serum, far 
larger than used in cases mentioned in this meeting. 
It is only using antibodies, and one can introduce 
as much as one likes without doing any harm at all. 
Capt. Rawiins: Do you think the swelling is 
reactionary or due to lack of absorption ? 

Mr. Kine: I think it is due to lack of absorption. 
I do not think it is sufficiently painful to be a reaction- 
ary swelling, nor do I see how you are going to get a 
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reactionary swelling of that size without more distress. | Mr. Rawuins : Cheese is a very likely place for them 


The Cuarrman: If it were reaction. I think you 
would get more heat. 

Mr. De VILLE did not agree with either of the 
previous speakers. He said he had noticed that at 
one point of injection there had been that swelling. 
He had thought it was due to his syringe or some 
foreign body being introduced. He had noticed that 
on occasion there had been more swelling at a point 
of injection two days old than at another a day old. 
He had put it down to a little septic trouble, but had 
never had an abscess. In some cases he had noticed 
that one side of the neck could be injected on following 
days, but not the other. In some horses there was a 
good deal of swelling, no matter how much care was 
taken. 

The CHatrMaNn asked if, when they had injected 
serum into the side of the neck, the swelling had 
increased subsequently, or if it had remained the same 
size, 

Mr. De VILLE replied that he had never known the 
antitoxin to remain unabsorbed. He had never found 
the swelling increase. 

The CuatrMan: There may be a lot in the re- 
actionary theory, because those are the cases that get 
better. 

Capt. Rawttns: I find it so. 

Mr. Briaes: I cannot recall a recovery where the 
swelling has gone straight away. 

The CuarrMan : I think from this we can conclude 
that, where you find a swelling remaining, you can 
tell your clients you have good hopes of the animal 
recovering. 

Mr. Kina: I find the same condition. I should 
like to know something about pit resistance. 

Capt. Rawitns: Animals living in pits seem to 
gain a resistance to diseases to which animals are 
subject. It may not be the fact of living in pits 
though. It may be the breed of animals that are 
imported for pit work. Such ponies can resist weather 
conditions, and can recover from feverish attacks 
when kept in the open more than ordinary horses. I 
am speaking of pre-war conditions. 

Reverting to anthrax, the CHarRMAN said he had 
an outbreak at a farm, and one of the animals on the 
place was a mare suckling a foal. The mare died, and 
the foal, after being isolated six weeks, was turned out 
and was all right. Cows and calves on the farm died—- 
about nine in all—and he diagnosed anthrax, and 
learned that 15 years before there had been anthrax 
on the same field. For two years in succession the 
field was limed, the grass made into hay and burned. 
It was then let for grazing, and five years afterwards 
there was another outbreak of anthrax. The field 
was never grazed now, but the grass was cut for hay 
used in the packing of pipes. 

Mr. De VILLE said Mr. Levie had not touched on the 


point upon which he wished enlightenment. Here was | 


a theory that the spores could lie in the ground and 
be brought up by worms. He wished to know how 
long the organisms would remain dangerous if they 
existed in milk, and that milk were used in cheese 


making. 





to sporulate. 

Mr. Dr VILLE : Supposing the germs were added to 
milk, and the milk made into cheese, what would the 
result be then @ 

Mr. Briees: Probably the fermenting basis of 
making the cheese would destroy the germs. 

The CHAIRMAN: In the case where the mare was 
suckling the foal she did not communicate the disease. 

Mr. De Vitter : Am I right in my diagnosis of the 
condition of these animals which were ill and recovered 
when I conclude that they were suffering from an- 
thrax ? What is your experience of these animals 
which get high temperature suddenly and it disappears 
suddenly ? To my mind it is anthrax, particularly 
where you get diarrhoea. 

The CnarrMan: If you take the ordinary diarrhoea 
in an animal, unless there is some toxic effect in the 
bowels you do not get a rise in temperature, 

Mr. De VituE: Animals that get better soon have 
a lower temperature and the diarrhoea rapidly gets 
better. There is no hanging on for five or six weeks. 
Every cow | go to now with a high temperature 
without any other apparent reason | suspect of an- 
thrax. In the outbreak of which I have spoken 
there was no temperature lower than 107°. Prac- 
tically all had diarrhoea, and some of them were very 
bad. The Dutch bull was very bad. 

Mr. Kina: According to your notes, you have seen 
animals alive with anthrax and then die. You have 
seen the same condition in animals that have re- 
covered. Therefore, I think it is to be concluded 
that cows can recover from anthrax. 

Mr. De Vitie: I do not see how you can say an 
animal is suffering from anthrax unless you have 
other cattle on a farm which die and you make certain 
there is anthrax there. I have never found anthrax 
on a blood test from a living animal, and Mr. Levie 
says the same thing. 

Mr. Kina: It is stated that the germs of anthrax 
are only found in the blood a very short time before 
death. Where is the anthrax bacillus during the rest 
of the period ¢ 

Mr. De Vite: T should not like to say that you 
can find this parasite in certain tissues. In the 
pig you want to look in tife glands of the throat to 
find it after death, and in the horse in the bowel ; so 
that it is not exclusively a blood parasite. 

Mr. Marrison pointed out that it could be found 
in the blood of a horse after death. He was of opinion 
that serum treatment for tetanus was’ of very little 
value. He was inclined to agree with Mr. Levie that 
if they could get the bowels acting freely, recovery 
was assured, and they could lead the client to believe 
they were doing the right thing by using serum. He 
believed in sending the animals outside. Dealing 
with swellings after injection, he said that in using 
serum with a hypodermic syringe he did not first take 
off hair and then wash the skin. He saw the needle 
was clean, and after the injection he washed the 
particular spot with a 5 per cent. solution of carbolic 
acid in water, and he could not recall any swelling. 
With reference to morphia, he found chloral hydrate 
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very effective in quietening an animal, but doubted 
whether morphia lessened excitement in a horse. In 
treating an animal he used mag. sulph, aloes or calomel, 
and had had the best results by leaving the animals 
out of doors. If they got down, he believed in trans- 
ferring them under a tree and putting them in slings 
there. In the worst case he had treated the animal 
was in a shocking state, and it was three months 
before it was fully recovered from lockjaw. It 
moved stiffly for the period, and had legs swollen to 
the size of telegraph poles. As soon as it could crawl 
about out of the slings it grazed with difficulty, 
falling frequently, and sleeping soundly. At intervals 
it used to be roused up, and was found a fresh grazing 
spot, and it made a good recovery. In regard to 
anthrax, it had never been his luck or misfortune to 
associate the disease with high temperature and 
purging or diarrhoea, So far as he remembered, the 
cases had been normal except for high temperature, 
their being off their feed and having a lower milk 
yield. He dosed with carbolic acid and creosote. 
He had seen no alteration from the normal in the action 
of the bowels. Two or three days afterwards the 
temperatures had settled down again, and he had no 
doubt they had been cases of anthrax. Fifteen 
months ago he had several cases. The first case he 
found had been slaughtered by a local butcher. The 
second was taken away by a knacker. In ten days 
the man who had slaughtered the first case developed 
a malignant pustule on the forearm, The authorities 
made inquiries and found he slaughtered the first 
beast, and that he had contracted anthrax. So far 
as was known the carcase went to shops and was sold. 
The only thing likely to happen in a case like that was 
ptomaine poisoning if the carcase were used for potted 
meat or something of that kind. If the meat were 
cooked, even indifferently, there did not appear to be 
much danger of the disease being transmitted to human 
beings, or through the milk to calves, dogs or human 
beings. He had never heard of a case. On the farm 
two pigs were lost, and a horse was taken ill with colic 
and died before his assistant’s arrival. The latter made 
an incision under the ear, and found his specimen 
was alive with anthrax bacilli. Two calves were lost 
with anthrax, all deaths being attributable to slaugh- 
tering the first beast. The place was thoroughly 
cleaned, the ground dug up, and such precautions 
taken that the farmer got almost a new farm well 
fitted up, and there had been no more outbreaks of 
anthrax so far. The percentage of recoveries, so far 
as he had seen, was four or five. He was sure 10 per 
cent. was well above the mark. 


Mr. De VILLE said he would think twice before 
drenching a horse with tetanus. If they could get a 
ball down, he would agree with that. No one had 
made any remark about prussic acid. He wondered 
if anyone had tried it. In the few cases where an 
animal would pay for treatment he would say anti- 
toxin was the thing, but if the owner could not afford 
to go to much expense, he would not attempt it. He 
would put the animal in slings and try some other 





April 7, 1923. 


This ended the discussion. 

The Secretary reported the receipt of the Derby- 
shire County Council’s amended list of fees for veterin- 
ary work, and said the only important alteration was 
the inclusion, in dealing with anthrax: “ In anthrax 

cases the fee payable for microscopic examination, 
taking blood swabs and smears, and forwarding same 
to Ministry of Agriculture is £1 1s. Od.” Mileage was 
in addition. In correspondence with the County 
Council he had contended that the cutting of a carcase 
to take a swab and smear, with its attendant danger, 
was a post-mortem, That was now admitted. 

Mr. KING reported on the joint meeting at Sheffield. 

The Secrerary remarked that he sent out 22 
notifications of the meeting to members. He had 
four acceptances and three apologies. Three mem- 
bers attended the meeting. That was not very en- 
couraging to a Secretary. 

Mr. De Vite expressed the opinion that joint 
meetings should be held in the summer, as it was very 
hard to have to make a journey by car on a night 
like that of the Sheffield meeting. 

The CHatrMan thought it would be rather a good 
idea to arrange a return meeting. 

Mr. Marrison: [I am sure we could manage that. 

K. Marrtson, Hon, Secretary. 


ees ee 


West of Scotland Division. 


A meeting of the above Division was held in the 
Glasgow Veterinary College, 83 > Buecleuch Street, 
Glasgow, on Wednesday, 28th February, at 3 p.m. 
Hugh Begg, Esq., F.R.CLV.S. (President), being in 
the chair. 

The following were present :— 

Members.--Messrs. Begg, P. Wilson, Laird, Meihle, 
Campbell, Mason, Taylor, MeIntyre, Blue, Whitehouse, 
Brown, Scade, Pottie, McFarlane, Mitchell, J. Wilson, 
and the Hon. Secretary. 

Visitors.—-Mr. A. 8S. Ferguson, M.R.C.V.S., and a 
large number of students. 

Apologies were read from Messrs. Gaiger, Dalling, 
Imrie and Gardner, The President read a letter of 
apology he had received from Mr. G. H. Livesey, the 
new Secretary of the N.V.M.A., who had hoped to be 
present. 

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved, 
Mr. Brac moved that Professors Robb, Whitehouse, 
Mason and the Secretary make a report on Mr. 
Brown’s case of Cancer of the Mouth to the Veterinary 
Record, This was approved. 

Mr. Porrte proposed that three delegates be sent to 
the Scottish Board of Health to state the view that 
private practitioners should do the work in connection 
with “ The Milk (Special Designations) Order, Scot- 
land, 1922,”° instead of whole-time inspectors, and 
that Mr. Begg be asked to lead the deputation. 

Mr. Latrp seconded, and pointed out that in his 
opinion a great deal of the work which should be done 
by the practitioner would pass to the county inspector. 
Mr. TayLor also supported the motion and drew 
attention to the fact that the practitioner had to 





remedy—say, prussic acid, 
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be approved by the Scottish Board of Health, or a 
whole-time man appointed. He suggested a panel 
of private practitioners to carry out the duties. 

Mr. Brown said it was common knowledge that in 
Ayrshire the authorities intended their county 
inspector to do the work. 

Mr. Brae said he could not agree to lead a deputa- 
tion to the Scottish Board of Health unless he was 
provided with a good case to plead, and it seemed to 
him to be useless to go to Edinburgh, but that if 
they wished to move, as suggested, the matter was 
now in the hands of Local Authorities. He did not 
anticipate very much veterinary work under the 
order——at least for a time. 

Mr. Ross agreed with Mr. Begg, and thought it was 
futile to approach the Scottish Board of Health. 

Considerable discussion ensued regarding — this 
matter, and, as it was not on the agenda, it was 
agreed to defer further consideration till the next 
meeting of the Division. 

Mr. J. F. Tayzor, Rutherglen, contributed a 
report on a case,presenting unusual precedent features, 
of cardiac traumatism in a cow. 

[This receives publication as a clinical note.-—-Ep. | 

The CuatrMaAn: Before calling on Mr. Meikle to 
read his paper on “ Stomach Staggers,” may I take 
this opportunity of thanking the members of this 
division for the great honour they conferred on me 
when they elected me President for the coming year, 
and [I need not say I value the honour the more 
because it was unsought, unexpected, and carried 
through in my absence. 

I have been President of the division before, but 
somehow I feel a greater responsibility in accepting 
the duties of your President now than I did on the 
former occasion, because the race is now keener and 
the effort required greater. I promise to do my best, 
and if it be your wish I will, at your next meeting, 
provide an address on some subject: that will be 
suitable for debate. (Applause.) 

Mr. P. Merkur, Strathaven, then read a paper on 
“ Stomach Staggers in Cattle.” 

| This, with the ensuing discussion, receives separate 
publication._-Ep. ] 

The PrestpEnt then called for a vote of thanks to 
the essayist and hoped that his example would be 
quickly followed by those members who had not 
yet contributed a paper to the division. After the 
members had responded, a vote of thanks was accorded 
to the Chairman. 


‘* Equine Grass Sickness.”’ 
PRACTITIONERS MEETING AT PERTH. 

A meeting of veterinary practitioners from over the 
eastern districts of Scotland, which is the area visited 
by grass sickness, was held in the Station Hotel, 
Perth, to discuss the result of the recent investigations 
and to consider what the profession now recommended 
to be done. 

Mr. T. M. Inglis (Forfar) was called to the chair, 
and read a short paper from notes of his own experi- 
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ences of the disease in his district. After the delivery 
of Mr. Inglis’s paper, the gentlemen present discussed 
the matter fully, and were of opinion that from the 
clinical point of view they were still unable to offer 
their clients any reliable protection against attacks 
of this disease. Tne almost unanimous decision of the 
meeting was that the Animal Diseases Research 
Association be requested to institute some further 
inquiry to endeavour to find a reliable preventive 
measure, and the following resolution was passed to 
he forwarded to that body : 

* That in view of the serious nature of grass 
disease and the inability of the veterinary surgeon 
in the disease-affected counties to do anything 
effective without further careful scientifie investi- 
gation, this meeting of veterinary practitioners is 
strongly of opinion that the whole question should 
be taken up by the Animal Diseases Research 
Association at the earliest possible date.” 

The resolution was also to be forwarded to the 
Highland and Agricultural Society, with a request 
that they continue to extend the assistance and 
support which has been granted in past investigations, 
the fact that the disease season is now approaching 
making it imperative that something should be done 
without delay. 


Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive iteme of professional interest in 


these columns. 
Diary of Events. 











April 7th—-Entries for Fellowship Examination 
to be lodged at R.C.V.S. 
122nd Anniversary of establishment of 
Royal Veterinary College, London, 1791. 

April = 9th--N.V.M.A, Editorial Committee Meeting, 
at 12 Buckingham Palace Road, London. 

April 12th -Meeting of the Central Division, 
N.V.M.A. 

April 12uh—Meeting of the Mid-West and South 
Wales Division. 

Aprii 17th—Meeting of the N.V.M.A. Provisional 
Committee at York. 

April 27th— Meeting of the Royal Counties Division 
at Aylesbury. 

April 30th— Last day for payment of annual fee, 
£1 Is. Od., to R.C.V.S. 


National Veterinary Medical Association. 


Good accounts come to us of the work which is 
being done by the Provisional Committee. The 
arrangements for the Annual Meeting are well in 
hand, and it will not be long before the programme 
is completed. The committee meets again on April 
17th next to report progress and to decide further 
details, when we hope to have sufficient data to give 
a rough outline of what has been arranged. 

* x * ** 

No one can accuse our President of apathy. Next 

week he is paying a visit to the Annual Meeting of 
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the Mid-West and South Wales Division, at which, 
we see, he is to give an address. This active and 
personal interest in the divisions on the part of the 
President is of immense value to the Association, 
and it is very much appreciated by all our members— 
and not only the compliment of a visit, but also his 
speeches, for Mr. Sumner has a long and wide experi- 
ence of the Veterinary Profession and its needs and 
can put his thoughts into words which appeal to his 
audience. We expect that there will be a large 
gathering at Bristol on Thursday to hear him, and the 
Mid-West Division should have an _ exceptionally 
good meeting. 
* * a ** 

We hope our members when answering advertise- 
ments in the Record will make a point of mentioning 
the name of the paper, so that commercial firms and 
others may better realise the value of our journal as 
an advertising medium. No other professional paper 
can compare with it so far as circulation is concerned, 
and it is to be found in the home of practically every 
veterinary surgeon of repute, and, moreover, is seen 
and read in all parts of the world, 
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LIVERPOOL EXAMINATION Lists, Marcu, 1923. 


The Liverpool School of Veterinary Science returns 
the following results :- 

Degree of B. V.Sc.: First Examination (Part ii.), 
Roberts, Ida L.; Third Examination (Parts i, ii. and 
iii.), Woolley, N. 

Diploma in Veterinary Hygiene: G. A. Ajwani, 
G.B.V.C.; W. Barr, M.R.C.V.S.; A. M. Fulton, 
M.R.C.V.S. ; H. T. Matthews, B.V.Sc.; H. M. Salus- 
bury, M.R.C.V.S. 
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Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 


Colonial Salaries. 

To THE Eprror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir,—At the quarterly meeting of the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, Mr. McIntosh 
asked Sir Stewart Stockman (according to the report 
published in the Veterinary Record of 20th January, 1923) 
how the salaries paid to officers of the Veterinary Depart- 
ment compared with those of medical men in the same 
Colonies. 

In the course of his reply Sir Stewart Stockman stated 
that he did not know what the salaries of the medical 
men were, but that his recollection was that ‘‘ there has 
been some complaint that the Veterinary Officers are 
paid better than the medical.” 

Tho attached tables of the salaries of both departments 
prevailing in Kenya Colony in 1918-19 and in Kenya 
Colony and Tanganyika Territory at the present day 
respectively, speak for themselves. 

Whereas formerly Medical Officers and Veterinary 
Officers started on an equal footing and (without special 
promotion to the higher grades) rose to the same maximum 
rate of pay, the former now start £100 per annum better 
off than the latter and are eligible for a maximum rate 
which exceeds that for Veterinary Officers by £200 per 
annum.—TI am, Sir, yours faithfully, F. J. Saxepy, 

Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer. 

Veterinary Department, 

Dar-es-Salaam, 
Tanganyika Territory. 
27th February, 1923. 





Appointment. | Emoluments 1918-19. Emoluments Present Day. 
ssshtintnibnnndapigtinianienni ce ee eee on a 
P. M. O. £700 by £25 to £900 +£70 duty £1,200 
zs C i 0. | ‘£600 by £25 - £700 “+-£60 a repel ¢ 1,000 were 7 
‘Deputy P.M... | £600 by £25 to €7004260 duty | sL000—— 
Deputy C.V. 0... | £500 by £20%0 £6004£50 ,, lis.’ ° -aSmhigheriee 
Senior M0... £500 by £25 to £600 +£50 duty. |€800 by £25 to £0000 


Senior V. O. 


Medical Officer . 7 .. | £400 by £20 to 


Veterinary Officer £400 by £20 to 


Pathologist (Medical) 


Voterinary Pathologist £500 by £25 to 


No such appointment. 


£500 by £25 to £600 +£50 duty 


£600 by £25 to £700 
a -| — a 
{ £600 by £25 to £700 


| thence 


£500 £700 by £25 to £800 
| and 
\ |£800 by £25 to £900 
| £500 hy £25 to £600 
£500 


thence 
| \£600 by £25 to £700 


|—_—-— 
i€800 by £25 to £900 
: 


£600 + £50 £900 
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Vacation Experience for Students. 
To THE Eprror or THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir.—Various references have been made in the past 
to the necessity for students obtaining satisfactory practical 
training with experienced practitioners during college 
vacations. It is universally admitted that the training 
provided in our veterinary colleges, even with further 
facilities than they have at present, cannot ever be com- 
plete. Every veterinary student sooner or later meets 
with the fact that he must augment his training, and if 
he has no relative in the profession he is faced with diffi- 
culties at the outset. 

Now that the profession can be fairly said to have settled 
down to post-war conditions, we think that the time has 
arrived for the formulation of a well-considered scheme, 
which will appeal to, and gain the backing of, the whole 
profession. With the help of practitioners it would be a 
simple matter to build up a roster of men willing to take 
students of the first, second, third and fourth years. It 
would be difficult to over-estimate the advantages to the 
students of such ready means of obtaining pupilage, where 
they may secure what is so essential to their training, both 
in clinical medicine and in the business side of veterinary 
practice—the treatment of the client, which no clinic can 
teach. 

We hope to have the nucleus of a national scheme for 
all the veterinary colleges in operation for the coming 
summer vacation, and suggest that the students be graded, 
according to their experience, by committees at the various 
colleges. Some would pay a small premium, others work 
for their board and lodgings, and still others might receive 
some remuneration.—E. L. Taytor (Student Class D.) 








Roya (Dick) VETERINARY COLLEGE (EDINBURGH). 

At the recent Graduation Ceremony in the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh, the following graduates of the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary -College received the degree 
of B.Sc. in Veterinary Science :—-Reginald Bristow, 
King’s Lynn; Ian Alfred Galloway, Edinburgh ; 
William Peirson, North Shields. 


The Australian Government has decided to remove, 
from April Ist, the embargo which has been in force since 
June last on the importation of cattle, sheep, and pigs from 
Great Britain and Ireland. 
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Foot-anpD-Movutu DisEAsE IN NORFOLK. 

The existence of foot-and-mouth disease was con- 
firmed on April 3rd, on premises near Acle, Norfolk. 
An Order has accordingly been issued by the Ministry 
of Agriculture prohibiting the movement of animals 
in an area within a radius of approximately fifteen 
miles of the infected premises 





With reference to a recent case in the High Court, in 
which it was stated that dead dogs and cats were largely 
used for making poultry meals, Messrs. Joseph Thorley, 
Ltd., and Messrs. Spillers, Milling and Associated Indus- 
tries, Ltd., have written us refuting such an allegation 
absolutely. 

The existence of swine fever in Cornwall has become 
so serious that a special meeting of Cornwall Diseases 
of Animals Committee has decided to recommend that no 
markets be authorised for the sale of swine. It is felt 
that the few isolated cases in the north and north-eastern 
part of the county need not cause alarm, but there is 
said to be serious trouble roughly in a triangle between 
Newquay, Truro, and St. Austell, with cases extending 
to Helston, Penryn and Redruth. 

That the Englishman has not lost his love of the horse 
is proved by the fact that during the coming summer 
four-in-hand coaching excursions are to be revived in the 
Peak district, and once again we shall see the old stage- 
coaches bowling along the road. 


The suggestion that pigs should be kept on the land 
attached to the Tuberculosis Sanatorium, near Hull, was 
opposed by Alderman Lilley, a member of the Health 
Committee and a medical man, on the ground that no 
animal was so easily contaminated by tuberculosis as the 


pig. 


The proposed amalgamation of the Yorkshire Coach 
Horse and Cleveland Bay Societies has fallen through. 
The two Societies have been unable to come to a_ satis- 
factory arrangement with regard to officials of the proposed 


united society. . 








GRAY’S PATENT FLEXIBLE BRIDGE PADS. 





“Economy consists in Wise Expenditure, NOT in unintelligent parsimony.” 
The Monetary Value of Time Saved by Prevention of Slipping on Commercial Horses more than pays for the 


antidote in a single day. 


Flexible—Resilient—Worked by Natural Frog itself—Absorb 








horses the greatest 


Mi far 









jar concurrently, ensuring a Positive Grip during full life 


of Shoes. 


efficiency on present day road surfaces, horses have 

ance of competing against mechanically drawn vehicles. To those 
interested in horses, this is important. 

Efficiency fully endorsed by Government (Ministry of Transport) after 12 months’ exhauative 

teats in 22 different counties. See white paper published by H.M. Stationery Office, London 


For Heavy DraFt—Roaosters —Poro Racing. Srectat Discount 10 VETERINARY PROFESSION & FARRIERS ONLY ¢ 


Manus tsrore, HHO Gray Horseshoe Pad Co., Ltd., 13&14 Suffolk St., B’ham. 
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“SALOFORM” PESSARIES 


For Cows, Mares, Sheep, and Bitches. 





Of great value in all cases of parturition, various genital diseases. contagious abortion, 
especially after the act and generally septic conditions of the genital passages where ulceration 
or breach of surface exists. 


They may be used in nermal parturition with advantage for preventive reasons, and in 
retention of the membranes, 


‘Saloform’’ Pessaries are Yellow—extra strong. 
prepared in three varieties, f~. <A 


These varieties differ in the combination of antiseptics used. ‘‘Saloform’’ Pessaries are highly 
recommended by members of the profession who have used them, and repeated unsolicited testimony 
to this effect has been received. 


PRICES— 
For Cows and Mares: Yellow, 9/-, White, 8/-, Red, 7/= per dozen. 
For Sheep: 18/- per gross. For Bitches: Small, 12’- per gross; Large, 16/- per gross. 
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HARKNESS BEAUMONT & _ CO., 


Wholesale Chemists, 
JUNCTION BRIDGE, LEITH, EDINBURGH. 


PROPHYLAXIS OF JOINT-ILL IN FOALS. 


The very fatal disease, joint-ill (also known as navel-ill, umbilical infection, 

















and pyzmic arthritis), may be due to a pre-natal cause—intra-uterine infec- 
tion, or to a post-natal cause —infection of the wound in the umbilical cord. 








STREPTOCOCCUS-STAPHYLOCOCCUS Antistreptococcic SERUM 
EQuine (P., D. & Co.). 


BACTERIN, EQUINE (P., D. & Co.). QUENE Us 
The administration of this serum has been reported 


The administration of this bacterin to in-foal to yield excellent results in the prophylaxis of joint- 


















mares is an effective means of increasing resistance 
to infection by streptococcus and staphylococcus, 
and thereby reducing the danger of uterine sepsis 
(see Veterinary Record, March 6, 1920, p. 418). The 
treatment should be carried out a few months before 
the time of foaling, six gradually increased doses 
being given at five-day intervals. 

Each c,c. of this bacterin contains 4,000 million Streptococcus 
(equine), 2,000 million Staphylococcus albus (equine), and 
2,000 million Staphylococcus aureus (equine), The bacterin is 


supplied in vials of 20c.c Tablets representing o's c.c, of the 
fluid bacterin are supplied in tubes of 20. 





ill (see Veterinary Record, Nov. 16, 1918, p. 164; 
Jan. 1, 1921, p. 3; Sept. 24, 1921, p. 771). Each in- 
foal mare should be given 15 c.c. of the serum 
hypodermically about the tenth and third days before 
the expected date of foaling, and each foal should 
be given 7°5 c.c. of the serum within from 24 to 48 
hours after birth, and a similar dose after a week’s 


interval. 

This serum is also of great value in the treatment of joint- 
ill, also of strangles, poll-evil, fistulous withers and all forms 
ot streptococcus infection. It is supplied in bottles containing 
30 C.c, 








PARKE, DAVIS & Co., 


60 BEAK STREET, 
recent street, LONDON, W.1. 
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